


CHAPTER 27 


THE FRYING 
PAN 





IT's ABOUT THOSE 


FOUR LITTLE SOLDIERS 


‘OF YOURS... 


ANP IN ANY case, 
WHAT SHELL WANTS 
IS IRRELEVANT NOW. 


IT'S ALL over. 


unoerruceas, WW 
ATLY THA 
Mote ietes set MEP O'S, 
‘ 4 
AecipENTs oF oUR WoRK. ) FINALLY BEHIND US. 





DIDNT You 
WANT 
SOLDIERS? 


... WANDA, BO YOU KNOW 


+ .AT LEAST, FOR 
t WHY IVE BEEN SO LENIENT 
THOSE OF Us Lucky pie een Sole 


ENOUGH To GET AWAY, 
UNMARRED. 


GIVING HIM HIS OWN 
PRIVATE LAB, LEAVING HIM 
TO HIS OWN Devices? 


ER, BECAUSE 
YOURE FRIENDS. ..? 





THOT, AND BECAUSE 
I NEVER EXPECTED HIM 
TO LIVE THIS LONG. 


WHAT BO YOU MEAN? 


2 
I THOUGHT I was IS HE SICK? 


GRANTING HIM 
SOMETHING OF A... 


jy, WANDA, THESE 
CREATURES ARE... 


BUT YOU MUST HAVE GIVEN 
SOME THOUGHT TO HOW THEY 
MANAGE TO KEEP THEIR 
HOSTS ALIVE... 


AND CONTINUE FUNCTIONING 


DONT 
WE STILL DON’T KNOW ANE LOE 


VERY MUCH ABOUT THEM. 


WHAT ARE YOU 
GETTING AT... 2 


THINK OF HOW MUCH ENERGY 
MUST BE USED, JUST TO 
MAINTAIN THAT CONNECTION. 


over TIME, 

It MusT Take 
AN EXTREME 
TOLL ON THE 


BODY. | 





HUMAN BODIES WeRE NEVER 
MEANT TO LIVE LIKE THIS~ 


CHOPPED UP AND SPREAD 
APART. 


WEVE FORCED THEM 
INTO AN UNNATURAL 
CONFIGURATION THAT 
CANNOT BE MAINTAINED. 


=x. i 


RUINDER HAS LIVED WITH 
HIS MONSTER FOR ALMOST 
SEVEN YEARS. 


T NEVER EXPECTED. 
HIM TO LAST THIS LONG- 


BUT I DON'T 
THING HE WiLL, 
ake rt MUCH JN 


I BeLeve 

ANYONE WITH A MONSTER 

WOULD BE LUCKY TO LIVE 
TEN YEARS, AT MOST. 





7 
BUT YOU PONT 
KNOW THAT. 
IN SOME WAYS, 
IT'S a WoRrsT-case 
SCENARIO. 


RUINDER'S 
STILL aLIve! 


<WUNf 


THE THINGS We 
Dip Here 
TO DISGUST Me. 


I sur Basep on tHe 
‘STUDIES WeVE 
DONE HERE... 


ID BE VERY 
SURPRISED TO 
BE PROVEN WRONG. 


IT DISTURBS ME TO 
st LDREN «31S THAT A, 


EE MORE CHI 
CONDEMNED TO DEATH. HEARTBEAT? 


AND IF I THOUGHT, 
EVEN FOR A MOMENT, 
THAT YOU DIP NOT DO 

YOUR UTMOST TO 
PREVENT IT- 





IT LOOKS LiKe THE / I DONT KNOW 
HEART MONSTER. WHAT'S GOING 
‘ON HERE, BUT- TAKE US DOWN TO 
RUINDER'S LAB. 


BUT...YOU SAW IT 
DIE, ALONG WITH. .. 











YEESH. DOES THAT MEAN 
NONE OF US ARE DOING 
700 WELL? 


SEE, ENID STUCK 

Me IN THIS LITTLE 

ROOM, AND THERE'S 
NO WAY OUT. 


Kern's stReTcHY 
POWERS ARENT 
REALLY ANY USE 

IN HERE. .. 


We CAN'T 
EVEN GET 
UNDER THE 

poor. 


THAT TOOK 
LONGER THAN 
usuAL. 


You PRETTY 


IM PRETTY MUCH 
‘OUT OF IDEAS. 


YOU CANT SEND 
SOMEONE TO COME 
HELP Me, CAN YOU? 


EVERYONE ELSE 
Is 


IT 1s MoRE 
DIFFICULT TO 
HELP THEM. 


(THAN £ 
ANTICIPATED. 





I...1 CAN SEE 
EVERYONE STRUGGLING, 
OR IN PAIN. 


BUT NATE CAN ONLY 
BO ONE THING 
AT A TIME. 


THIS 1S MY JOB. 


YOU ARE ALL 
DEPENDING ON Me. 


I THOUGHT 
I COULD DOT... 


I CAN SIT Here 
AND TALK TO YOU 
FROM MY SAFE 
PLACE... 














BUT I AM FINDING 
THERE IS NOT MUCH 
T CAN ACTUALLY 
a. 


AND THE MORE 
I THINK ABOUT 
THAT. .. 


BUT IAM 
LETTING You 
‘ALL POWN. 


THE HARDER 
ITIS TO THING, 
AT ALL. 





VIOLET, IT'S OKAY! ‘AW, BINA says 
ALOT OF THINGS. BuT,walT, 
BUT Lam your vUST T0 BE 
Guan “TRUMP CARD" cLear- 
OUST FINE! 
i YOU CAN'T, LIKE, 
ee TAKE EVERY BAD GUY 
IN THE BUILDING ANP 
FREEZE THEIR MINDS, 
RIGHT. 2 


SERIOUSLY, VIOLET, TM OKAY! Yes... DLL Take 
DON'T WORRY. TLL FleuRe SOME TIME TO 
SOMETHING OUT. CLEAR MY MIND. 


‘AND IT HELPS. 

JUST TO HAVE 

YOU HERE TO 
TALK To! 


$0 ACTUALLY, 
YOU'RE DOING 
GREAT. 


WHY DON’T You 
TAKE A BREAK 
AND CALM DOWN? 


JUST KIPDING! 


F-FORGET 
ISAID THAT! 


THANK YOU, 
JULIE. 





UGH, WISH 
We COULD JUST... 





‘SHE COULDN'T 
HAVE GOTTEN 
‘out! 





PEFT! YOURE TRYING 7 BUT ITS ut 
TO TRICK Me! gnpee vou 
SomerHNe. 


1S THAT WHAT 
YOU THINK? 








COULDN'T SEE BuT sues Here, Ye I WOULPN'T TRY TO 
HER FROM FAR. ! TOUCH IF I WERE YOU! 
AWAY, COULP YOU? Capel at 


SHE MADE EACH 
STRAND RAZOR-SHARP. 


HER BopY IS 
A BUNCH OF 
HAIR, RIGHT? 


EVEN STRETCHED: 
‘OUT INTO INPIVIPUAL 
STRANDS... 


SHE'S STILL 
IN CONTROL. 


AND IF YOU TRY 
To Move- 

EVEN TAKE 

ONE sTeP- 


YKNOW WHAT'S: 
GONNA 
HAPPEN? 








HAL 
HAVE FUN BEING. 
IN, JERK! 


You Lockep Your, 
MONSTER IN WITH Me! 





HAHAHA! 
PSYCHE! 


KERA CANT REALLY 
SEPARATE HERSELF 
OUT LIKE THAT, PUMMY! 


SHE WAS 
UNDER MY 
SWEATER 
THE WHOLE 
Time! 


(OR- MAYBE SHE COULD? 
BUT We DIPN'T REALLY. 
Have TIME TO CHECK. 


IM PRETTY SURE. 
SHE COULPNT Have 
CUT YOU WITH JUST 

HER THREADS EITHER! 


THAT WAS JUST ONE 
LONG THREAD THAT 
WE STRETCHED 
AROUND THE ROOM! 








NOW We CAN 

FINALLY HEAD 

DOWN 10 THE 
Las! 


mM, HE 
COULDNT SEE 


(OH, KERA... 





WILL NOT 


COMPROMISE 
EVEN FOR AN 
INSTANT! 


NEIL,LAURA... BUT THIS 
Y IS 
IMPORTANT 
TO Me. 


I JUST CANT 
STOP MYSELF 
FROM CARING 
$0 DEEPLY... 


1 








LHAVE To START HEY, 
TAKING CARE OF WHAT ARE 
THEM. You- 








IS IT GETTING 
DARKER IN HERE? 














ebatd SHOULDN'T HAVE. 
sep THE AM THAT 
ALREADY GOT HURT 
"70 PUNCH HM, 
THOU 





MAYBE THE OTHERS 
ARE ALREAPY THERE! 











WHAT TO DO WITH 
YOU WHEN LULENSKI SHE'S COMING?! 


T Neep To cHeck mn 
ce SOME THINGS. WeLL pecipe 
\S GETS HERE. 


UM- NOT THAT 
KNOW WHO THAT 
15,08 ANYTHING— 


5 I RUSHED 
FM ALWAYS Wf pupe,I was THE © IN Here ALL. 


$0 BAD AT 
SAVING PEOPLE. Cele GUNG-HO, 


BUT KERA 
WAS ALREADY 
exuauster, 





WHERE'S VIOLET? 


T HAVENT 
HEARD FROM 
HER AT ALL. 


NAH, WE'RE FINE. 


cuz, DIP YOU 
NOTIGE WHO'S 
NOT HERE? 


WELL. ..LAST TIME T 
"SAW" HER, SHE WAS LiKe, 
REALLY FREAKING OUT. 


YKNOW, BY, 
HER STANDARDS. 


NANCY ALREADY 
LEFT, 700... 


AND SHE TOOK 
GREENIE WITH HER. 


We, .. 

We REALLY 
‘SCREWED 
THIS UP. 


SHE'S THE STRONGEST 
‘OF ALL OF US. 


ANY SECOND NOW, 
SHE'S GONNA BUST 
THROUGH THAT POOR! 











wow! Someone's 
been Peeding his 
Pokemon ~ 
iP only you'd 
Gow as Rast 


as him! 


Z Shut upl! 


as my height 
I a 


or ~ Natural | 
yn rh > Pi if 


y 
baS naturally 
— 


Ay 
3 








